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Editorial: The Real Story of Milk 
 

Welcome to this special edition of Animal Studies Journal in honour of animal studies scholar 

Deidre Wicks, who died before being able to complete her book on the dairy industry. 

 

 
Deidre Wicks on the panel of 'Voiceless Rethinking: Dairy Cows', 2015 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=5j6n2GqiYYI 
 

About a year after first meeting Deidre Wicks at an animal studies conference, where 

we heard each other’s work and connected at a personal level, Deidre called to ask if I was 

interested in collaborating on a book about the dairy industry with her. Deidre’s vision for the 

book was ‘to uncover and elucidate key facts about dairy – facts which continue to hide in plain 

sight’. She followed up with an email outlining her ideas:   

 

Hi Melissa, 

I was happy to hear that you are open to the idea of the book. I would love to work with 

you – I totally trust your commitment and feel personally simpatico with you. I have 

been thinking about a wide-ranging publication that would have an overall theme of 

‘your milk: past and present’. People seem to think that because things used to be done 



in a certain way that they continue to be done in that way: the production of ‘our’ milk 

being a case in point. People still think of milk as a non-harm product that is naturally 

there for us to drink and it is almost as though there is a wall between those of us who 

know the current reality and those who live in the past with an idealised view of dairy 

cows and their lives. 

I see this project as one part of a many faceted array of interventions necessary to help 

create and then ride a wave of social change. The book could include work on historical 

dairying (i.e. insemination by a bull and sharing the milk with the calf);  the transition to 

industrialised dairying; key welfare issues of both the cow and calf; land and water 

impacts of modern dairying; the importance or otherwise of dairy in the diet of humans 

and the possible role of dairy substitutes; the ‘dairy economy’; the international 

interconnections, the marketing of dairy; legal issues. On transitions and alternatives for 

the future we could include interviews with dairy farmers. We could also include 

material on the sanctuary movement. It would be good to include artworks and photos.  

I will be interested to hear your response. In the meantime, I remain, your  

faithful colleague. 

Deidre x 

 

At the time I was co-editor (with Fiona Probyn-Rapsey) of the Animal Publics book series 

published by Sydney University Press (now Animal Politics) and for various reasons we decided 

I’d work with her in that role on the book. We had numerous phone and email conversations 

about the book and often added in personal elements of our lives and our friendship deepened. 

On a number of occasions, I spoke to her while she was in hospital getting treatment; in the last 

few years before her passing Deidre was in and out of hospital. Ultimately, Deidre ran out of 

time to write and bring together the book she hoped could help make positive change for cows 

in the dairy industry. 

  



After her death, with agreement and support from Deidre’s husband, Emeritus 

Professor Roy Green, I decided to honour her vision for the book with a special edition of ASJ, 

inviting articles which align with the proposed themes she had outlined. I am very pleased to 

include work by a number of leading animal studies colleagues who knew Deidre and were keen 

to contribute articles which resonate with her research focus.  

Special thanks to Ondine Sherman, co-founder and managing director of Voiceless, the 

animal protection institute, for allowing me to publish an updated edition of The Life of the Dairy 

Cow: A Report on the Australian Dairy Industry, an important report which Deidre worked on. 

Sincere thanks to leading animal lawyer Sarah Margo, and to Clive Phillips, the first professor of 

animal welfare in Australia, for the detailed work they have undertaken to bring the report, first 

published in 2015, up to date. 

I would also like to thank Ruth Tapin, Editor of the Interdisciplinary Journal of Economics 

and Business Law (IJEBL). Ruth knew Deidre and Roy and was pleased to introduce me to Carys 

Bennett. Carys’s article for this special edition builds on work she previously published in IJEBL. 

I invited reviews of two books that are not only relevant to this special edition but are also by 

writers/scholars whose work is outstanding. Hayley Singer’s beautiful book Abandon Every Hope: 

Essays for the Dead, is a moving, confronting work which was shortlisted for the Stella Prize for 

Australian women’s writing. Vasile Stănescu commences his review of Yamini Narayanan’s book 

Mother Cow, Mother India: A Multispecies Politics of Dairy in India with the statement that the book is 

‘one of the single most significant texts written in the field of critical animal studies’. Both 

Hayley and Yamini’s books are a must-read.  

Finally, I have included work Deidre was able to complete on her book before her 

death; her Chapter Outline, Introduction and Chapter One. I also hope you will enjoy reading a 

previously unpublished short story by Deidre, ‘Margot’, about a calf she came to know when 

she and Roy lived in Ireland. 

  



Deidre’s research focus on ‘silence and denial’ and the concept of ‘the passive 

bystander’ in relation to the suffering of animals in general and in particular those used for food, 

including dairy cows, has made a valuable contribution to the field of animal studies; here is one 

of her key articles: 

• ‘Silence and Denial in Everyday Life – The Case of Animal Suffering’: 

https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC4552202/   

 

Deidre’s contributions in animal studies also included innovative activism, conference papers, 

blogs and short media essays including: 

• Voiceless, the animal protection institute:  

o https://voiceless.org.au/a-life-of-quiet-suffering-the-dairy-cow/ 

o https://voiceless.org.au/cute-baby-seals-and-kangaroo-pests/ 

• The Guardian:  

o ‘My father loved racing greyhounds. He stopped because of the “dirty 

business”.’ https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2016/jul/15/my-

father-loved-racing-greyhounds-he-stopped-because-of-the-dirty-business 

• The Conversation:   

o ‘With animals, like humans, we can hurt the ones we love.’ 

https://theconversation.com/with-animals-like-humans-we-can-hurt-the-

ones-we-love-31843 

 

From the moment I first heard her give a paper on the dairy industry I knew Deidre was an 

outstanding individual who was bringing her intelligence, passion, empathy, eloquence and 

charm to the field of animal studies. In the face of research which uncovers the immense and 

potentially overwhelming scale of the suffering, killing and extinction of other animals, brought 

about by humans, Deidre Wicks stands as a beacon of kindness and the urgent need for change, 

no matter how incremental. 

 

Melissa Boyde 

Editor 
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