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Editorial

This issue of Animal Studies Journal commences with a ‘provocation from the field’ from Tayler
Zavitz of Animal Justice, and addresses human-animal relations in the context of two colonial
explorations and in terms of contemporary vulnerability. Marcus Baynes-Rock examines the
physical and cultural positioning of horses during a colonial expedition in Australia, reflecting on
the nature of their agency. Laurence Simmons discusses John Webber, 4 Party from His Majesty’s
ship Resolution shooting Sea Horses, Latitude 71 North, 1778, [1784], a painting by John Webber of
an encounter with walruses witnessed when he accompanied Captain Cook on a voyage in the
Arctic Ocean. Simmons aligns Webber's representation with concepts of the sublime and of
empathetic responses to animal suffering that were emerging in the late eighteenth century. An
artistic response to contemporary animal endangerment is central to Sunaura Taylor’s

examination of the different risks and possibilities associated with Vulnerability.

In our reviews section, Matthew Calarco discusses Markus Gabriel’s The Human Animal: Why We
Still Don’t Fit into Nature. Cynthia Chris' review explores three books: Patricia Ononiwu
Kaishian’s Forest Utopia, Sabrina Imbler’s How Far the Light Reaches, and Lulu Miller’s Why Fish
Don’t Exist. Wendy Woodward reviews Philip Armstrong’s Disturbing Nature in Narrative
Literature. Giulia Roti and Agnese Bardelli review Corey Wrenn’s Vegan Witchcraft: Contemporary

Magical Practice and Multispecies Social Change.

We hope you enjoy this issue.

The AS] editorial team: Melissa, Sally, Kelly, Alex and Wendy
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