
Animal Studies Journal 
Volume 8 , Number 2  
201 9  

 

 

 

  



 

Animal Studies Journal is a fully refereed journal, published twice-

yearly, devoted to multidisciplinary scholarship and creative work in 

the field of Animal Studies. 

 

Editor 
Melissa Boyde 

 
Associate Editors 

Michael Griffiths 
Annie Potts 

Philip Armstrong  
Sally Borrell  

 
Copy Editor 

Sally Borrell 
 

Design 
Liam Fiddler 

 
 
 
Website 
http://ro.uow.edu.au/asj 
 
Twitter 
@animalstudies1 
 
Facebook 
https://fb.me/asjuow 
 
 

 

ISSN 2201-3008 

© Copyright 2019 Animal Studies Journal 

Copyright in articles remains vested in the authors. Except as permitted under the Copyright Act (1968) 

as amended (for example, a fair dealing for the purposes of study, research criticism or review), no part 

of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or communicated or transmitted in 

any form or by any means without prior written permission. 

All enquiries should be made to the Editor.   



AUSTRALASIAN ANIMAL STUDIES ASSOCIATION 

 

AASA COMMITTEE 

Chairperson: Melissa Boyde 

Deputy Chair: Lynn Mowson 

Secretary: Clare Archer-Lean 

Treasurer: Gonzalo Villanueva 

Membership Secretary: Sharri Lembryk 

Postgraduate Committee Member: Esther Alloun 

General committee: Dinesh Wadiwel, Sue Pyke, Emily Major, Erin Jones, Natasha Fijn 

 

WEBPAGE 

Our website provides detailed information about AASA, including our aims and vision, committee 

profiles, list of members and member profiles, AASA conferences. The News Page lists upcoming 

conferences, seminars and exhibitions, new publications and calls for papers and proposals. The website 

also includes resources for animal studies scholars and teachers, an art gallery, and links to national and 

international networks and groups: http://animalstudies.org.au/ 

 

BECOME A MEMBER OF AASA 

The AASA relies on membership fees to support and improve its initiatives. Membership fees mean we 

can continue to provide you with services such as our e-bulletin Animail, our AASA Forum, our 

Facebook page, and our website in order to keep you informed of events and issues related to Animal 

Studies, help you participate in discussions and take advantage of funding opportunities, and promote 

your research and community work. Membership ensures a listing of your profile on our website and the 

opportunity to nominate and vote (in person or by proxy) at our Annual General Meeting. 

 

Waged members annual membership fees: $60 

Students, concession, or unwaged annual membership: $15 

 

You can join AASA or renew your membership online: http://animalstudies.org.au/membership 



Editorial Team and Advisory Board 

Editor 
Melissa Boyde, University of Wollongong 

Associate Editors 
Phillip Armstrong, New Zealand Centre for Human-Animal Studies, University of Canterbury 

Sally Borrell, University of Wollongong 

Michael Griffiths, University of Wollongong 

Annie Potts, New Zealand Centre for Human-Animal Studies, University of Canterbury 

Copy Editor 
Sally Borrell, University of Wollongong 

Editorial Advisory Board 
Dr Giovanni Aloi, School of the Art Institute of Chicago 

Professor Steve Baker, University of Central Lancashire 

Dr Georgette Leah Burns, Griffith University 

Professor Una Chaudhuri, New York University 

Dr Matthew Chrulew, Curtin University 

Professor Deirdre Coleman, University of Melbourne 

Professor Barbara Creed, University of Melbourne 

Ms Elizabeth Ellis LLB, University of Wollongong 

Professor Adrian Franklin, University of Tasmania 

Professor Erica Fudge, University of Strathclyde 

Professor Donna Haraway, University of California Santa Cruz 

Dr Susan Hazel, University of Adelaide 

Professor Andrew Knight, University of Canterbury 

Professor Amanda Lawson, University of Wollongong 

Professor Susan McHugh, University of New England 

Dr Alison Moore, University of Wollongong 



Dr Yamini Narayanan, Deakin University 

Dr Cecilia Novero, University of Otago 

Dr Yoriko Otomo, SOAS, University of London 

Professor Fiona Probyn-Rapsey, University of Sydney 

Dr Denise Russell, University of Wollongong 

Professor John Simons, Macquarie University 

Professor Peta Tait, University of Wollongong 

Professor Helen Tiffin, University of Wollongong 

Dr Tom Tyler, Oxford Brookes University 

Dr Yvette Watt, University of Tasmania 

Assoc. Professor Linda Williams, RMIT University 

Professor Cary Wolfe, Rice University 

Professor Wendy Woodward, University of the Western Cape 

Cover Acknowledgements 
Cover image by Yvette Watt 

 



Contents 
 

Editorial _____________________________________________________________ i 
Contributor Biographies _________________________________________________ ii 
 
Special Issue: New Directions in Animal Advocacy 

Guest Editors Dinesh Wadiwel and Peter Chen 
Introduction: New Directions in Animal Advocacy ______________________________ 1 
	

 

 
C. Lou Hamilton 
Provocations from the Field: Animals and the War on Drugs _______________________ 9 

Paola Cavalieri 
Animal Liberation: Pathways to Politics _____________________________________ 20 

Sue Donaldson 
How Shall We Live Together? A Response to Paola Cavalieri ______________________ 42 

Matthew Calarco 
On the Advantages and Disadvantages of Alliance Politics for Animal Liberation:  
A Response to Paola Cavalieri ____________________________________________ 51 

Jessica Ison 
Animal Abuse and Advocating for the Carceral:  
Critiquing Animal Abuse Registries ________________________________________ 55 



Reem Lascelles and Alexandra McEwan 
A Spira Inspired Approach to Animal Protection Advocacy  
for Rabbits in the Australian Meat Industry ___________________________________ 81 

Elisabeth Valiente-Riedl 
Towards Multispecies Solidarity:  
Individual Stories of Learning to Consume Ethically ___________________________ 113 

Nik Taylor and Heather Fraser 
The Cow Project: Analytical and Representational Dilemmas  
of Dairy Farmer’s Conceptions of Cruelty and Kindness ________________________ 133 

Nekeisha Alayna Alexis 
Disturbing Animals in a Christian Perspective:  
Re/Considering Sacrifice, Incarnation and Divine Animality _____________________ 154 

Culum Brown and Catherine Dorey 
Pain and Emotion in Fishes – Fish Welfare Implications for Fisheries and Aquaculture ___ 175 

Dinesh Wadiwel 
‘Fishing for Fun’: The Politics of Recreational Fishing __________________________ 202 

Danielle Celermajer and Arian Wallach 
The Fate of the Illegible Animal: The Case of the Australian Wild Donkey ___________ 229  

Wendy Woodward 
[Review]: David Brooks, The Grass Library.  
Brandl and Scheslinger, 2019. 223pp ______________________________________ 259 

Wendy Woodward 
[Review]: Vicki Hutton, A Reason to Live: HIV and Animal Companions.  
Purdue University Press, 2019. 257pp _____________________________________ 262 

John Simons 
[Review]: Dan Wylie, Death and Compassion: The Elephant in Southern African Literature.  
Wits University Press, 2018. ix + 267pp ___________________________________ 265 
 



EDITORIAL 
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Editorial 
 

I was delighted when Dinesh Wadiwel and Peter Chen suggested that they produce this issue of 

the Animal Studies Journal.  As guest editors they have brought together a series of important 

essays emerging from the ‘New Directions in Animal Advocacy’ conference hosted by the 

Human-Animal Research Network at the University of Sydney in 2018; Dinesh is convenor of 

HARN and Peter is on the Executive Committee. 

The Provocation from the Field in this special issue, ‘Animals and the War on Drugs’, is by London 

based writer and scholar C. Lou Hamilton on the topic of the international war on drugs as an 

animal justice issue.  Our senior book editor, Wendy Woodward, has reviewed two recently 

published books: The Grass Library by David Brooks, a beautifully written memoir of four sheep, 

and Vicki Hutton’s A Reason to Live: HIV and Animal Companions. Dan Wylie’s Death and 

Compassion: The Elephant in Southern African Literature is reviewed by John Simons. 

Thank you from the ASJ editorial team to Dinesh and Peter for their valuable work in bringing 

together this collection, and to all the contributors to this splendid edition of the journal. 

I would also like to welcome our new editorial team member, academic and writer Hayley 

Singer, who joins ASJ as an Associate Editor; you can read about Hayley’s research here:  

https://events.unimelb.edu.au/presenters/8067-dr-hayley-singer 

The next issue is a general issue and we can accept papers until mid January. 

Best wishes 

Melissa and the ASJ team 

Melissa Boyde, Editor 

Senior Research Fellow 

University of Wollongong 
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Contributor Biographies 
 

Nekeisha Alayna Alexis is an independent scholar with wide-ranging interests in human and 
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in Elkhart, Indiana. She received her undergraduate degree with a concentration in Africana 

studies from New York University and Master of Arts: Theological Studies from AMBS. Her 

most recent essays include ‘There’s Something About the Blood: Tactics of Evasion in Narratives 

of Violence’ in Animaladies (Bloomsbury, 2018) and ‘Beyond Compare: Intersectionality and 

Interspeciesism for Co-Liberation with Other Animals’ in The Handbook on Animal 

Ethics (Routledge, 2019). Personally, she is involved in various local social justice-oriented 

initiatives and practices self-care through music, poetry and dance. 

 

Culum Brown is a fish behavioural ecologist who specialises in cognition.  He is currently a 

Professor at Macquarie University where he teaches vertebrate evolution. Culum did his PhD at 

the University of Queensland, followed by multiple post-docs at Cambridge, Edinburgh and the 

Smithsonian. He taught Animal Behaviour at the University of Canterbury, before taking up an 

Australian Research Fellowship in Sydney. Culum increasingly applies his research to  

fish welfare. 

 

Matthew Calarco is Professor of Philosophy at California State University, where he teaches 

courses in Continental philosophy, environmental ethics, and animal studies. He is author 

of Thinking through Animals (Stanford University Press, 2015), Beyond the Anthropological 

Difference (Cambridge University Press, 2019), and Animal Studies: Key Concepts  

(Routledge, 2020). 
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University Press, 2009), and the editor of the collection of essays Philosophy and the Politcs of 

Animal Liberation (Palgrave, 2016). 

 

Danielle Celermajer’s principal research interest is on the ethical and practical transformations 

required to create and sustain just multispecies communities. To this end, she is currently lead 

of the Multispecies Justice Project at the University of Sydney and lives as part of a multispecies 

community in southern NSW, Australia. She is a Professor in the Department of Sociology and 

Social Policy at the University of Sydney. Her publications include Sins of the Nation and the 

Ritual of Apology (Cambridge University Press, 2009) and The Prevention of Torture: An Ecological 

Approach (Cambridge University Press, 2018),(with Richard Sherwin), The Cultural History of 

Law (Bloomsbury, 2019), and (with Alexandre Lefebvre), The Subject of Human Rights  

(Stanford, 2020). 

 

Peter John Chen is a senior lecturer in the Department of Government and International 

Relations at the University of Sydney, where he teaches Australian and regional politics, media 

politics, and public policy. He is author of Animal Welfare in Australia: Politics and Policy (Sydney 

University Press). 

 

Sue Donaldson is a research associate in the Department of Philosophy, Queen's University 

(Kingston), and co-convenor of the Animals in Philosophy, Politics, Law and Ethics (APPLE) 
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Rights (Oxford University Press, 2011), and of numerous scholarly articles. Her current work 

focuses on animals and democratic theory. 
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Cat Dorey is an environmental activist and science advocate who has been working on fisheries 

and seafood sustainability for almost 16 years, primarily with Greenpeace, and in the last few 

years as an Independent Advisor. Cat works with NGOs, industry, governments, and academics 

to provide up-to-date analysis of current and emerging science and policy development for 

fisheries management, sustainable and equitable seafood sourcing practices, and most recently 

fish welfare. Cat is a regular guest lecturer and public speaker on fisheries and aquaculture 

issues. She is on the Board of the Sustainable Fisheries Partnership, an international NGO, and 

on the Steering Committee of Make Stewardship Count, a coalition of NGOs driving 

improvements to fisheries certification programs. 

 

Heather Fraser is an Associate Professor in Social Sciences and Coordinator of the Master of 

Social Work Program at Queensland University of Technology in Brisbane, Australia. Heather 

started her career more than three decades ago in shelters for women, young people and 

children trying to escape domestic violence and/or child abuse. For the last eight years she has 

been working in the area of human-animal studies, in recent years in critical animal studies. 

Heather has published fifty articles and four books, the most recent one being Companion Animals 

and Domestic Violence: Rescuing You, Rescuing Me (Palgrave, 2019, with Nik Taylor). 

 

C. Lou Hamilton is an independent scholar and writer living in London. She is the author of the 

book Veganism, Sex and Politics: Tales of Danger and Pleasure (HammerOn Press, 2019) and the blog 

veganismsexandpolitics.com 

 

Jess Ison is completing her PhD on Queer Theory and Animal Studies at La Trobe University 

on Wurundjeri land. In particular, Jess is undertaking a study of social movements and cultural 

change. Alongside this, Jess lectures and tutors in Gender Studies, Legal Studies and Animal 

Studies. Jess is also the representative for the Institute for Critical Animal Studies, the 

coordinator of LAVAWN (La Trobe Violence Against Women Network) and is part of the 
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Judith Lumley Centre researching the safety of women and girls in public. Jess regularly 

publishes in Archer Magazine, Overland and The Star Observer. 

 

Reem Lascelles BSc Astrophysics (First Class, University of Hertfordshire, UK), PhD Medical 

Physics in Optical Tomography (University of Hertfordshire, UK) and Masters in Animal Law 

and Society (Autonomous University of Barcelona) is the Co-Founder and main Researcher at 

Ethical Vegan Earth Research Inc. (EVER). Reem’s Masters thesis in Animal Law is a critique of 

animal welfare practices as applied to Domestic Rabbits in Australia with a focus case study on 

the Australian caged Rabbit Meat Industry.  Her principle research interests are the domestic 

rabbits and their regulation in Australian meat farms as well as rabbit ethology. Reem’s 

inspiration for her advocacy work is based on Mark Bekoff and Henry Spira. She is currently 

using her research outcomes in rabbit welfare and ethology to lobby Victorian and NSW State 

Ministers to ban Rabbit Meat Farms.  Reem currently shares her life with 28 rescued animals, 16 

of whom are house rabbits, with many of those coming from meat farms now rehabilitating in 

her animal sanctuary. 

 

Alexandra McEwan BA: Anthropology (Hons I); LLB (Hons I); GDLP; PhD (Law: ANU) is a 

lecturer in law at Central Queensland University where she teaches Equity and Trusts. Her 

research centres on animal protection issues and in developing theoretical and methodological 

approaches that: 

1. provide insight into the complexities and tensions inherent in the role of law in 

society as it relates to non-human species; and 

2. use these insights to influence law and policy reform, practice, and  

regulatory frameworks. 

Alexandra’s work is informed by that of Pierre Bourdieu, critical criminal law theory, and 

anthropology. She is currently undertaking research on wildlife protection in Vietnam as part of 

a CQU new staff research grant. 
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species and is informed by critical/ intersectional feminism. Nik currently teaches topics in the 

Human Services and Social Work program at the University of Canterbury, New Zealand, that 

focus on human-animal violence links; scholar-advocacy; social change, and crime and deviance, 

particularly domestic violence and animal abuse. Nik’s latest books include Ethnography after 

Humanism: Power, Politics and Method in Multi-Species Research (Palgrave, 2017, with Lindsay 

Hamilton) and Companion Animals and Domestic Violence: Rescuing Me, Rescuing You (Palgrave, 

2018, with Heather Fraser). 		

 

Elisabeth Valiente-Riedl is an interdisciplinary researcher from the University of Sydney. Her 

primary research focusses on the economic sociology of consumption, as well as the ethics and 

political economy of experiential learning modalities, with a specific focus on interdisciplinary 

pedagogy. Across her research projects, she has a particular interest in qualitative research 

methodologies, including narrative enquiry and (collaborative) auto-ethnography. 

 

Dinesh Wadiwel is Senior Lecturer in the Department of Sociology and Social Policy at the 

University of Sydney. His research interests include critical animal studies, disability rights and 

theoretical conceptions of violence. He is author of the monograph The War Against 

Animals (Brill, 2015) and is co-editor, with Matthew Chrulew, of Foucault and Animals  

(Brill, 2016).  
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Conservation, University of Technology Sydney. Her research explores how the redistribution 

of species into new areas by humans influences biodiversity trends, and how apex predators 

influence native-non-native interactions. She takes an interdisciplinary approach to ‘wicked 

problems’, combining ecological science with animal ethics to promote compassionate and 

effective approaches to conservation challenges. Her research is based upon extensive fieldwork 
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Wendy Woodward is Professor Emerita in English Literature at the University of the Western 

Cape, South Africa. She is the author of The Animal Gaze: Animal Subjectivities in Southern African 

Narratives, Wits University Press 2008, and the co-editor, with Erika Lemmer, of a Special Issue 

of the Journal of Literary Studies on Figuring the Animal in Post-apartheid South Africa (2014). She is 
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