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Abstract

This collection of essays for Law Text Culture represents an extended
critical examination of ‘minor jurisprudence’, a concept that made its
appearance in the 1990s but which has since lain largely fallow. In
2016, ‘minor jurisprudence’ was chosen as the subject for the fourth
‘Law As ...” symposium, held at the School of Law, University of
California, Berkeley. Over two days in December eleven invited
participants — ranging from the 1990s originators of the concept to
current early career scholars — presented work that attempted to define,
defend, utilize and/or criticize the concept. Those papers, fully revised,
are presented here. Collectively, they represent the fullest and most
complete examination of the interesting and potentially productive
idea of minor jurisprudence ever undertaken.






Contents

Law As ... IV: Minor Jurisprudence in Historical Key.
An Introduction

Christopher Tomlins

A. Characterizations

30.  How Strange the Change from Major to Minor
Peter Goodrich
54.  Making Sense of Minor Jurisprudence
Mark Antaki
B. Applications
76.  Manuel Quintin Lame: Legal Thought as Minor
Jurisprudence
Julieta Lemaitre
100. Toward a Self-Reflexive Law? Narrating Torture’s Legality in
Human Rights Litigation
Natalie R. Davidson
123.  On the Magic of Law
Laurent de Sutter
143.  “Life Grasps Life” Wilhelm Dilthey’s Minor Jurisprudence

Panu Minkkinen

C. Materializations

165.

191.

Conditions of Carriage: Finding a Place
Shaun McVeigh

Law As ... Forest: Eco-Logic, Stories and Spirits in
Indigenous Jurisprudence
Kirsten Anker



214.  Legal Footprints
Olivia Barr

D. Hesitations

252. A Minor Jurisprudence of Spectacular War: Law As Eye in
the Sky
Jothie Rajah

276. Law as Minor Jurisprudence: Is it a Mistake?
Genevieve Renard Painter

299. Contributors



Contributors

Kirsten Anker is Associate Professor, Faculty of Law, McGill
University, Montreal.

Mark Antaki is Associate Professor, Faculty of Law, McGill University,
Montreal.

Olivia Barr is Senior Lecturer, Melbourne Law School, University of
Melbourne.

Natalie R. Davidson is a Postdoctoral Fellow, Minerva Center for
Human Rights, Hebrew University Jerusalem, and from 1 October
2017 Lecturer (Assistant Professor), the Buchmann Faculty of Law,
Tel Aviv University.

Peter Goodrich is Professor of Law and Director of the Program in
Law and Humanities, Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law, Yeshiva

University, New York.

Julieta Lemaitre is Professor at Universidad de los Andes School of

Law (Bogoti) and PRIO Global Fellow.

Shaun McVeigh is a member of the Faculty of Law and Institute for
International Law and the Humanities, University of Melbourne.

Panu Minkkinen is Professor of Jurisprudence, Faculty of Law,

University of Helsinki, Finland.

Genevieve Renard Painter is a Post-doctoral fellow, Faculty of Law,
McGill University, Montreal, and from 1 December 2017 Assistant
Professor of Women’s Studies, Concordia University, Montreal.

Law Text Culture Vol 20 2016 299



Jothie Rajah is Research Professor, American Bar Foundation,
Chicago.

Laurent de Sutter is Professor of Legal Theory at Vrije Universiteit
Brussel, Belgium.

Christopher Tomlins is Elizabeth Josselyn Boalt Professor of Law

(Jurisprudence & Social Policy) at the University of California,
Berkeley (Boalt Hall) School of Law

300



Issue Editors

Christopher Tomlins, University of California, Berkeley (Boalt Hall)
School of Law

Managing Editor

Marett Leiboff, University of Wollongong, Australia (outgoing)
Cassandra Sharp, University of Wollongong, Australia (incoming)

Editorial Board

Angela Condello, University of Roma Tre, Italy
Marett Leiboff, University of Wollongong, Australia
Massimo Leone, University of Torino, Italy
Desmond Manderson, Australian National University, Australia
Shaun McVeigh, University of Melbourne, Australia
Juliet Rogers, University of Melbourne, Australia
Cassandra Sharp, University of Wollongong, Australia
Nan Seuffert, University of Wollongong, Australia
Terry Threadgold, Cardiff University, Wales

301



